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H E following Sheets, are no other, 
chan what were handed about, in Manu- 
7 Far almoſt totidem verbis, at the Cloſe. 
of the Year, 1753 ſoon after they were 
©. Written, and when, the extraordinary 
7 ranſaction, they give an Account of, was freſh in 
Memory. The ſame Form of a Letter, in which, 
they made, their original Appearance, it was thought 7 
adviſeable, for ſpecial Reaſons, not to alter, on their 
being ſent, to the Preſs : and, what is more mate- 
rial to add, the Author profeſſes, to have had the 
ſame Defign in View, and to have acted, on the ſame 
Principles, as a Writer then, and a Publiſher now. 
Jam moreover aſſured, he would have been well 
content, had the Succeſs, attending him, in the 
former Capacity, been ſuch, as to leave no Room, 
for any Appeal, to the Publick, in the latter. 
To an Elucidation of which Particulars, it is ne- 
ceſſary, the Reader, ſhould be informed, that, 
great as the Author's Deteſtation and Abhorrence 
was, of Meaſures, he was convinced, were unjuſtifi- 
able; yet, he thought of no violent Proceedings, 
nor, of coming to any open Rupture, on the Oc- 
caſion : But, the Opportunities he had, of being 
well informed, row? his own Notes, and from thoſe 
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( 2 25 
of his Acquaintance, of the ſeveral Steps taken, and 
of every Incident that happened, in and during the 


| Progreſs, of this Viſitation- buſineſs, being equal at 


leaſt to what, any other Perſon, could pretend to, 


he looked on it, as a Duty incumbent on him, to 


give the whole, a Form, fuch as it now hath; which, 


when he had done, and it had undergone a proper 


Examination, the Affair, from Beginning to End, 


_ appearing ſo unaccountable, as, not to be reconciled, 
to any known Rules of Prudence and good Conduct; 
it was charitably preſumed, by thoſe he conſulted 


with, to have been owing, to Miſtake, or to Ignorance 


rather, of the Laws, relating to eccleſiaſtical Mat- 
ters. ThisPreſumption, favouring Mr. Archdeacon's 
Integrity, in the ſame Degree, it reflected, on his 


Capacity, to ſit and judge, in a Conſiſtorial- Court, 
was ſo far indulged, that, it was reſolved to wait, 
in full Aſſurance, a proper Acknowledgment, to- 


» 


gether withReſtizuticn, of what, had been ſo unreaſon- 


 ablyinſiſted on, would in due Time, be made. tothe | 
 Sufferers. It is pretty remarkable, that, this ima- {| 
ginary Notion, of Acknowledgment,, and of Re- 


fitution, in Conſequence thereof, was at that Time, 


almoſt univerſally prevalent. I ſay, imaginary; 
for, from what followed, the real Intention, either 
then, or afterwards, may well be queſtioned. In 
further Proof, of the Author's Temper. and Good- 


breeding, it ought too to be remembered, that the Let- 
ter, now under Conſideration, was, as ſoon as finiſned, 


at his own Requeſt, put into the Hands, of a par- 
ticular and intimate Friend, of Mr. Archdeacon, at 
a Juncture, when a Meeting between them was 
fcreſeen ; to be, by him, communicated, in the Man- 


ner, he ſhould think proper. Notwithſtanding 
what was then in many People's Mouths, the Author's 


Vanity, I am ſatisfied, is not ſuch, as to impute, the 


then current Report, about Ręſtitution, &c, to any 
33 | Ss Efficacy, 


4 6 FA 3 "4 
: iticacy; power or Force, of thoſe his Rethiarks; a 
neither is it on the other Hand, to be concealed, 
that Mr. M. the Friend, above ſpoken of, did ac- ** 
knowledge, to more Perſons than one, that, Mr. 1 
Archdeacon had been, by him, apprized of the Let. : 
ker, its Contents, and the Deſign with which, it was 
undertaken ! And for every Particular, here relate 
unqueſtionable Vouchers can be produced, and ſuch 
vida voce Evidence, to many of them, as is above 
Eteeption. 
In this State, of Expechtt, on one Side, (of 
vat on the other is needleſs to conjecture) Matters 
i . until the Seaſon, in the enſuing Year, for 
the Epiſcopal- Viſitation, approached. During 
which long; Interval, of many Months, no one Ste 
was taken, by Mr. Archdeacon, to extricate himſelf 
out of the Difficulty, wherein he was involved, and 
to reconcile himſelf, to his injured Brethren. From 
this contemptuous Behaviour, on his Part, and a 
ſuppoſed Reſentment thereof, on theirs, aroſe, in all 
Probability, the Report, of a formed Scheme, to lay 
the whole Affair, before his Lordſhip, at the Viſita- 
tion. Which Deſign, if any ſuch, in Reality, there 
was, (for it is not material, to make more minute 
Enquiries) became impracticable, by the Biſhop's be- 
ing prevented, thro? Indiſpoſition, or other Ea 
tant Avocations, from proceeding, ſo far, on his Vi- 
ſitation, as to Crewkern. An Accident of ſome Kind 
or other having induced Mr. Archdeacon, ſoon 
after, when his own Turn of viſiting came, to ſend 
2 Surrogate likewiſe, in his Room, as the Biſhop 
had done, before him; to this Surrogate, the ſame 
Mr. M. already mentioned, Application, in the 
moſt decent Manner, was made, to know, what Sa- 
tisfaction the Clergy were to expect; not without 
Intimation, it is confeſſed, that if nothing of that 
Sort, ſhould, without further Delay, be concluded 
1 Me” 2 on, 
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afterwards, the Neceſſity they lay under of acting 
in a different Manner, was preſſing; Mr. Arch- 
deacon's (a) Irreſolution (to call it by no worſe a 

Name) was ſuch, as to have juſtified, with all can- 


4 


on, an Appeal, hitherto, thro* Exceſs of ce | 
ſuppreſſed, would certainly be made, to the Publick, | 
from the Preſs. Should it ſeem ſtrange, as doubt- 1 
leſs it muſt, to every unprejudiced Perſon, that, ſo 
little Attention, was given, by the Grandees at Wells 
to an Affair, of ſo ſerious a Nature; the Moderation, 
with which, thoſe affected, by ſuch uncommon | 
' Oſage, proceeded, will appear commendable, in the 
ſame Degree: For, to their Praiſe be it ſpoken, until 


this Period, no publick Effort was made, to do them- 
ſelves Juſtice, in any Shape whatſoever. And when 


did Judges, a ſharper Courſe, than this now taken. 
Let it be duly reflected on, that the Damage, Indi- 


- viduals ſuffered in their Pocket, by this foul Buſi- | 
neſs, was not great; and, that very Argume 
mong others equally. forcible, has been urged by 
ſome untbinking Perſons, as a Motive, for ſuffering * 
it, to be paſſed over, without further Reſentment: 
Even Mr. Archdeacon's Profit on the whole, was 
ſaid (how true, I know not) to be but inconſider- 

able; and very inadequate, to the Degree of Ob- 


ſtinacy, with which, he ſeemed determined, to hold, 


what he had gotten ! A Law-Suit on the Occaſion, 
no particular Perſon imagined himſelf bound, in 
Intereſt or Prudence, to reſolve on ; and, an At- 


rempt, to engage Numbers, in any ſuch Project, 


was big with Difficulties. Foraſmuch then, as the 
Impaſition, daring in its Nature, and dangerous in 
its Conſeguences, was what ſtuck with moſt, and 
was of hardeſt Digeſtion (for, ſome of the Gentle- 
men, moſt zealous for Reſtitution, had, very early, 
La on ſuch a Way of "EV of the Money, 


5 when 
0 Vid. Appendix Namber 1. 


nt. a- 


ith 1 


1 it ſhould be returned, as would have evidenced 
their Diſintereſtedneſs Generoſity and publick Spirit) 
the Preſs was ſurely, if not the only, the eaſieſt and 
propereſt Method they could have Recourſe to. 
And, it is ſome Credit, to the preſent Undertakin 
that the Surrogate, applied to, on being aſi 
how much they were in Earneſt, did, tho“ not a 
after making the beſt Defence, Mr. Archdeatog's 5 
Cauſe would admit of, and, after looſing his 
(a) Ground by Inches, in the End, ſeriouſly promiſe 
and engage, in the Name and on the Behalf of his 
Principal, that, the Money in Diſpute, ſhould be 
refunded; and (which is no light Circumſtance, at- 
tending this Engagement, for better Recollection) 
in, as publick a Manner, as it had been exached, 
even at Mr. Archdeacon's own next Viſitation! .", 
From what Motives, with what View, and at whoſe 
Perſuaſion, Mr. Archdeacon was prevailed on, to 4 
5 back, from the Terms, of this Accommodation, 
7 by which, his Infallibility only was wounded ; or 
whether his Intent, thro? the whole of it, was other, 
than, thro' ' Favour of a Treaty, to divert, for a 
| Seaſon, the impending Storm; and, after the Ex- 
ample of modern Stateſmen, in like Diſtreſs, to 
truſt, to the Chapter of Accidents, for what was to 
come after, I ſhall not preſume to determine. But 
that, the Clergy, relying, on the Word and Honour 
of a Gentleman and a Clergyman, their Repreſen- 
tative in Convocation, given ſolemnly and in Pre- 
ſence of ſo many of his Electors ; were, at perfect 
Eaſe, in Reference to the promiſed Reſtitution, ſto 
late as the middle of March 1755, appears, from 
the Copy of a (4) Letter, ſtill extant wrote at the 
"Time, it bears Date, by one, who, as the Letter 
Pun W bore no inconſiderable Part in the 
8 Skirmiſh. 


102 Vid. Appendix winde 2. 00 Vid. i Num. 
Ze 
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6 65 
Skirmiſh. It would hardly be credited, were the 
Thing not ſo notorious, as to have been the Sub- 
ject 13 much Converſation, that, this complaiſant 
33 Letter, was not anſwered, until many 


For 


ting of the; Partys, no otherwiſe, - than by the 
ny of another Letter, ſaid to have been wrote 
a Curate of Mr. Archdeacon, to Mr. M. a Copy 


of which, when it was afterwards Judged fitting, 


that the whole Affair ſhould be made publick, be- 


ing applied for, could not, it ſeems, be had without 
Mr, Archdeacon's Leave (they are Mr. M's. own 


Words) previouſly obtained; Which, it is, with 
Reaſon, ſuſpected, was wiſely, -tho* ſomewhat un- 


mannerly refuſed : As, the Conſequence was too a 


much apprehended, of letting the World ſee, by in- 
diſputeable Proof,, how. deep and how early, the 


Delign, of evading the expected Ręſtitution, any 
Obligation to the contrary, notwithſtanding, was 


laid! For, as far, as, the Letter related to the Reſti- 


ftulion, it was one Piece of Chicanry, from Beginning 
to End! Leſs is ſaid of it here, as well, for the 
Reaſon, juſt mentioned, as becauſe, Mr. Archdeacon 
did, at his Viſitation in June 1733, propoſe, a kind 
of Reſtitution, | in much the ſame Terms, as well as 
can be remembered. And, from this Era, an Af- 
front, more groſs, if poſſible, than the former, is to 


be dated! An Affront, of ſuch a complicated Natureas, 


conſidered in all its Circumſtances, was fitter, to have 
been, the Contrivance of ſome Petty fogging Attor- 


ney, than to have had a Dignitary of the Church for its 
Projector! For, as hath been above obſerved, Mr. M. 


had engaged, Reſtitution ſhould be made in a publick 

Manner, and at the next, i. e. The Viſitation here 
ſpoken of. And in Truth, Conditions leſs determi- 
nate and fixed, than thoſe from Mr. Archdeacon, 


after what bad paſſed, would not, r have 


eeks had paſſed; and then, at an accidental 
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been accepted of: At leaſt, there is Room, for a 
| Suſpicion, of this Kind, from, a memorable Scrip- 
ture: relation, then and there, made uſe of and ap- 
plied! Inſtead of which, Mr. Archdeacon took Care, 
in the firſt Place, to aſſure the Company, of his be- 
ing perfectly ſatisfied, as to his Right, of keeping 
the Money he had gotten; and then, of his great 
Goodneſs, Condeſcenſtion and Generofity, did propoſe. 
what? { not to refund, as had been agreed, 
he ſhould do, at this very Meeting, but] to allow 
of, the Money received, in Payment, at anothen diſ- 
tant and future Viſitation, as a kind: of Favour for 
the whole Tranſaction implied no lefs};to ſuch, as 
would produce, the Chancellour's Receipt and; ſhould: 
think fit to claim it! How widely different, theſe; 
Conditions were, from thoſe formerly ſtipulated, is 
obvious. For, firſt: The ine. qua non Condition, 
of laying their Claim afreſh, by Iudiwiduals, in a 
more eſpecial Manager, than had been alteady done, 
by the Body in grass, was manifeſtly calculated, in 
Terrorem; and would, probably have had the de- 
ſired Effect, viz. an Acquieſcence, under the firſt 
Loſs, preferable, to the being expoſed, perhaps for 
Years to come, to the Reſentment, of ſo great and! 
powerful a Man, as an Archdeacon! | His former 
Experience, of the ſame Men, many of whom, tho?” 
they had, at firſt, talked big, were afterwards, ms: 
timidated, by. ſome Means or other, ſuggeſted to 
Mr. Archdeacon, in all Likelyhood, this politick 
Fetch! Secondly, : On a Suppoſition, that, by pro- 
ducing was to be underſtood, giving up ſas, no one 
will preſume to ſay, what was or was not, Mr. 
Archdeacon's real Intention; and, how far, this yet- 
unexplained Term, was relyed on, as a Corps- du- 
reſerve, in the utmoſt Extremity to be adventured,] 
it might have been eaſily foreſeen, and doubtleſs was, 
chat, che Chancellour's Receipts, were too pc 
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and valuable, to be given up, on any Conſideration, : 
after the Noiſe this Affair had made, and the Diſ- 
pute that had ariſen thereon; by thoſe, who were 
fully ſatisfied, in the Legality, of the 'Chancellour's 
Demand, and were uneaſy, only on Account, of Mr. 
Archdeacon's Claim which was, paſt Contradiction, 
irreconcileable with the other! To ſpeak freely and 
impartially, of this Matter had there been no other 
Deſign, than what, was, prima facie, viſible, in 
Reference, to theſe Receipts : I think, a good Rea- 
ſon may be given, | beſide that, Mr. Archdeacon's 
on Receipts, were the proper ones, to have been 
| cancelled, on the Return of the Money, for which 


they had been taken] why, Mr. Archdeacon ought, _ 


to have wiſhed and endeavoured, the Recovery of his 
on Receipts, back again, rather than thoſe, of the 
Chancellour, which, by their Continuance where 
they were, could rellect neither Credit nor Diſcredit 
on him. But, it cannot be thought extraordinary, 
after what we have ſeen, to have actually happened. 
in the Courſe of theſe Proceedings; if, the moſt fa- 
vourable Senſe, that can be put, on the Word Pro- 
duce, as it related to a diſtant Operation, was liable, 


to be undervalued, or even diſtruſted, by Men, who 3 


had been, but too much trifſed with, hitherto. 
Thirdly, beſide that, the Time, of making Reſtitu- 
tion, in Mr. Archdeacon's own Way, and on his own” 
Terms, was now to be poſtponed, longer than had 
been promiſed, or than, there ſeemed, any Neceſſi- 
ty for; it requires an CEarpus, deeply verſed in folv- 
ing of Enigmas, to ſhew; how, Paſchals and 
Procurations both, which were the Fees in Queſtion, . 
and both which Mr. Archdeacon had received, could 
poſſibly, be allowed of, in Payment, at the next, 
or indeed at any one ſingle Viſitation; when both, as 
every Child knows, are not due, at the ſame Time ; * 
and, therefore, are never Was * to any 
7 Op e 


e AP, 
| Archdeacon, -whoſe Cuſtome is to viſit twice in the 
Year; except, in the Caſe, of an epiſcopal Viſita- 
f Lion, immediately before {when the Archdeacon vi- 
ſits but once] or, in the Caſe, of an Arrearage, which 
rarely happens, to particular Perſons, and cannot 
poſſibly affect Numbers. Laſtly, admitting all Mr. 
'Archdeacon's new. Conditions, to have been offered 
Vana fide, and to have been practicable alſo; how 
could it be expected, the Gentlemen would retire, 
from the advanced Ground, whereon they ſtood, 
.when ſo well able to defend it? or receive, as 4 Fa- 
vour, what, not only themſelves, in their Conſcien- 
ces, believed, to have been extorted, in ſome Sort, 
by Violence, from them; but what, even their Ad- 
verſarys, by the Terms of Accommodation, ſo often 
mentioned, to have been voluntarily agreed on, had 
allowed, to be no more than their Due? For, tho“ 
| the Writer,.of the: Letter, above ſpoken of, with 

great Candour and good Manners [ill requited, by 
him, to whom the Letter was ſent] did expreſs, ſome 
Kind of Doubt, on that Head; conſidering, the 
Mode of Speaking and of Writing, among Perſons, 
of Condition and Breeding; his Words are ſurely 
not to be taken, in too cloſe a Senſe: It being but 
reaſonable, to conclude, Mr. M. would ſcarce have 
gone the Length he did, or have engaged ſo far, 
without a full Power, after maturely weighing every 
Thing, from him, under whom, he acted. Indeed, 
without one Party's diſavowing, a Right, the other | 
laid Claim to, which was far' from being the Caſe 
here; the Money could not have been received back, 
on the Terms now propoſed, but, by an Act, of 
e ice, of the ſame Kind, with that, which 19 
nally occaſioned all this Buſtle: And, as much, 


I am miſinformed, was remarked, to Mr. eB | 


«deacon, at the Time, the Propoſal was made! That, 
it Should be received therefore, who the Contempt, . 
B it 


[40 2 

it deſerved ; hd; the Propoſer, after this, be thought 
ſo meanly of, as, to be, no longer entitled, to that 
Indulgence, he had ſo openly, and, in ſo many In- 
ſtances, abuſed ; we are not to Foa er. It cannot 
however be ſaid, that, in the Whole or in any Part 
of, this long and troubleſome Diſpute; Mr. Arch- 
deacon's Opponents failed, in any one Point, of 
Perſonal good Manners, towards him: Whilſt, a 
Kind (4) of Indignity or Slight, about admitting a 
Church- warden, at the very Inſtant I am ſpeaking 
of, dęſignedly put, upon one of thoſe, whom Mr. 
Archdeacon knew, to be among the Complainants, 
to whom therefore he ſeemed too deſirous, of ſhew- 
Ing, the Extent of his Power, in a diſputeable Point, | 

all muſt acknowledge, to have been a very ungene- 

\ rousand unſuitable Return thereof! 

Buy the Clue here given, the Reader will be ena- 
| bled, without much Difficulty, to ſatisfy himſelf, 
with Regard, to the two Queſtions, naturally accur- 
ring, upon the following Letter, being made pub- } 
lick: viz. Why it was not publiſhed ſooner ? and, 
Why it is publiſhed now, at ſuch a Diſtance of Time, ; 
from the Event, which occaſioned it. Nothing fur- 
ther need be added, than, an Aſſurance, to the 
Publick, that, the Author, having undertaken this 
Appeal, as well, in Behalf, of the inferiour Clergy in . 2 
general, who are more intereſted therein, than, per- F , 

| haps they are aware of, as, in View, to the juſtifying, . l 
his own Conduct and that, of ſome of his Neigh- | ; 
bours ; was found, to be too much in earneſt, ro be 
l 


perſuaded or intimidated, whatever Attacks of ei- 
ther Kind were made on him, to a Silence, by which, 
he apprehended, Religion and the common Rights 


of Mankind, might, in the End, be, to their Diſ- 
| W affecled! 


(d) Vid. Appendix Number 4. 
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! HEN, in a late Ther From hence, 1 
gave you a jocular Account, of the ve 
great Scarcity, of worthy and able Cler. 
aeymen, among us; and of the ſup- 
* poſed Motives, to keeping ſo long va- 
cant, an Archdeaconry, of conſiderable yearly 
Value; [I little apprehended, being, at any Time 
in the Courſe of our Correſpondence, drawn in, to 
a Detail of Particulars, like what follows! But, fo 


thenſome, whatever Taſk you are pleaſed, to im- 


what is come, to my Knowledge, in Relation, to 


10. 


%z 


Anſwer, to your —“ Tanten animis celeftibus Ire,” 
Thought, of the ſame Age, nor leſs appoſite, tothe 


ome delirant reges, plethuntur Achivi." 
B 


(a) Vid. e Number * 


great is your Power over me, I cannot think bur- 


poſe : Nor, dare I plead, real or pretend ed, Inabi- 
lity, to ſatisfy, your moſt earneſt Deſire of learning 


the grand Diſpute, this long Vacancy firſt, and 
as myſterious Alling Pp after würds, has en Riſe 


But before I begin to be ſerious, permit me, in 


--and, the arch Tranſlation, accompaning it--permit | 
me I ſay, in my Turn, to offer you, a Roman 


Subject; and (a) tranſlated, in a Vein of Humour 
bearing, a near Reſemblance, to your © own © Quic- 


220d 


fair, above; ſo, are you already apprized, or, I 
am greatly miſinformed,* by an abler Pen, from 


it, as far forward, as to the Middle or End, of Sep- 
tember laſt : About which time, the Apparitor, who 
has, for many Years, officiated, among us, went 


ed Place and Manner, on the (f) Second Day, of 3 


gave (g) ſubſtantial, and every Way ſatisfaffory, 
Reaſons. As, the Præcept was ſealed, and regu- 

larly iſſued, from the Regiſter's Office, at Wells ; 
and, moreover, delivered, into the Hands, of every 
Clergyman, who was curious enough, to inſpect it; 
as, the Apparitor gave an Hint, of the Chancel- 


nion that, * Clergy would do right, to attend; no 


ders, whith ſeemed big, with the Wan, of Rea- ; 


viouſly, to have been told; how, it was then uni- 
verſally known, no Archdeacon was inſtalled: And, | 
for what Reaſon, the Dean of Wells, tho*, in the 
Y handſomeſt . {as was confeſſed, by Mr. Arch- | 


8 "MI WP. 
As, Tam not a Writer, of the Cyclican Stamps 
to begin, my Narration, of this extraordinary Af- 


Wells, of the moſt minute Circumſtances, attending 


1 


his Circuit, with the Chancellour of the Dioceſs's 
Præcept, citing the Clergy, of this Deanery, Grew- 
kerne, to appear, at his Viſitation, in the accuſtom- 


the enſuing Month, October? W | 
The Notice, every body conceived, and you miſt I 

allow, to have been very ſhort; for which, how- | 

ever, the Chancellour, at the Time of his Viſitation, 


Jour's full Reſolution, to excommunicate every non- 
attending Miniſter ; and, laſtly: As, the Dioceſan 7% 
himſelf, had, by the ſame Meſſenger, ſent his Opi- | 


Wonder, if, implicit Obedience was paid, to Or- 


fon, of Juſtice, and of Authenticity ! 
. The better to judge of which, you cunhs, pre- 


deacon 
4 2 Vid. Append, Namber 6. (e Vid. Appendix, Num- 
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( ; J 
deacon himſelf, at Crewkerne] refuſed, to procted 
to Inſtallmem, by Vertue of the Biſhop' 8 Inſtrument, 
he: Collation only! 

What my own Opinion, may be, of that ( b) 


Collatio, in fach Circumſtances [for, a Lapſe, in 
the Eye of the Law, it moſt certainly was; which, 


neither his Grace of Canterbury's. Forbearance, or 


Promiſe to forbear, taking Advantage of, could al- 
fer the Nature of, fo far, as entirely to ſuperſede, 
the neceſſary F orms, or, ſome of them, as, in other 
Caſes of Lapſe} is needleſs ro ſay, eſpecially to one 
of your Profeſon: Nor, do I make Mention there- 


of, with any other View, than that, of introducing 


What follows, in 0 to the Dioceſan! 8 en 
above ſpoken of. 


For, you are to know, this very 71 A 


Was purpoſely ſent, by a worthy Clergyman, whoſe 
| Clerk he was, to the Biſhop of Bath and Wells; to 
deſire his Lordſhip's Advice, how to act, at ſo ex- 

traordinary a Juncture! Nor, is it to be denyed, 


that, the Biſhop ſhewed, his truly Paternal Good- 


nefs, in and by, the Advice, he gave : Which, how- 
ever, was no other, than what conſiſted with and 
was founded on, his Lorſhip's Knowledge, of the 


Archdeaconry's being & till vacant; his Knowledge, 
of the Chancellour's full Power, of viſiting, as Vi- 
car-· general, during ſuch Vacancy; and his Know- 
Jedge, of the Chancellour's Præcept, having been 


regularly iſſued, in all the Forms, from his own Re- 


giſtry at Wells! To which, I muſt add, [ what, can- 
not be ſuppoſed to have been a Secret, tohis Lordſhip} 
the Deſign, of having Mr. Hawkins, the Regiſter 


of the Dioceſs, perſonally to attend, on the Chan- 


cellour, as, I am told, he did, thro? the whole Arch- 
deaconry. EM 
You 


(2) via. Alps Number 8. (i) Vid. Appendix, | Num- 


ber 6. 


r 
You ſmile, at the Word, . Excommunicate ! Indeed 
I cannot take upon me, to aver, hat Word was 
made Uſe of, by the Chancellour himſelf: That it 


was, however, is the general Belief. Admitting this 
do be the Caſe, you may eaſily conceive, fo terrify- 

ing a Threat, from ſuch a Place, . as Wells, might 
have ſome Effect. And true it is: If not from this 
Apprehenſion, yet, from a Deference, to the Bi- 


ſhop's ſound and wholeſome Advice; or, from a 


due Conſideration, of the Nature and Circumſtances, 
of the Caſe ; the Clergy, that is, much the major 
Part of them, did, as I myſelf would have done, in 


the like Situation, ene obeyed, the Chancellour's 
Summons. 


HFicherto, I think, all goes Fe in e of the 
complying Clergy: But, it is Time, to turn tjge 
Tables; and, that, I may not be ſuſpected of Par⸗- 
tiality, to let you know, that, in Oppoſition, to 


this abundant Weight, of Argument; the Appari- 


tor, at the Time of Citation, did produce, a Let- 
ter or Copy of a Letter, from the () Deputy-re- 


giſter of the Archdeaconry ; the Purport of which, 
was [not to prohibit, the Clergy, authoritatively, 
from obeying, the Chancellour's Citation, but] to 
 &efire, they would pay, neither Paſchals nor Pro- 


curations, to the Chancellour ; for that, an Arch. 


_ deacon {it was not fo much as hinted, was, then ei- 
ther inſtalled or collated, but] would 570 tin October] 


It ĩs obſerveable, of this i impertinent Letter, [for ſuch, 

ſhall not ſcruple to call it, as, it came, from an 
Underling ; was veſted, with no Authority, but dia- 
metrically oppoſed, to the Dioceſan's Advice, al- 


ready mentioned; and, laſtly : As, it tended, to ſe- 


duce thoſe, to lt A it was ſhewn, to Acts of Diſo- 
bedience, to a legal Authority] that, together with 
it's other Marks of Invalidity, it promiſed, no In- 
demnification 


05 via Appendix, Number 6. 
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Abarten Security or Protection, to thoſe, it was 
intended to influence: All which, in a Caſe, like 
the preſent, would certainly have been, the proper, 
and even neceſſary, Contents, of a Letter, to which, 
it was expected, ſome Credit ſhould be given. But, 
the darkeſt and moſt exceptionable Part, of the Story, 
is yet to be related! It was intimated too, by the Ap- 
paritor [and, great Streſs, I find, to have been laid, 
on ſuch Iutimation, which was never, that 1 have | 
heard of, denyed, or even diſputed ; and which, 
Mr. Archdeacon, at the Time of his Viſitation, took 
Care, to have remembered, as a Circumſtance greatly 
in his Favour, by a Queſtion, relative thereto, put to 
the Apparitor] that, the Biſhop, either adviſed or 
allowed For (I will not poſitively ſay which) ſhewing, | 
the Deputy-regiſter*s Letter, above ſpoken of, in he 
Manner, was done. Which Things, emed ſo ab- 
ſurd and contradictory, that, a Gentleman, who 
took Notes, of all that paſſed, could not help ob- 


XX ſerving, and had the Courage, to hint as much, in 


Mr. Archdeacon's Preſence, | that allowing all theſe 
Letters, Meſſages, &c. to be genuine and authentick 


— we muſt ſuppoſe, an eminent Prelate, of too much 


Integrity, to deceive others, and of too great a Di- 
ſcerument, to be himſelf deceived—doing what? as 
ſhocking a Conſequence, as it may ſeem, yet a Con- 
ſequence it is, not to be got rid of—whby laying a 
Trap, for thoſe very Men, it was his Duty, with the 
utmoſt Circumſpection and Care, to guard, againſt 
Inpeſitions, of every Kind! 

I am not unmindful, thar a Letter, 8 | 
from the Biſhop, in Subſtance, not unlike, that I 


have given an Account of, is ſaid, to have been 


ſhewn, to the Clergy, of ſome other Deanerys, in 
this Archdeaconry, on the Occaſion : which, ha- 
ving never ſeen, I can have bur little, to lay to; be- 
ſide, that a further Conſideration thereof, is no way 
| mate rial, 


material, with Reſp mY to "_ Deanery afCrenzornb, 
V here, it is not revietided] tohave been ever eu. in 
general, however, to all Queſtions, asked me, about 
Theſe Letters, genuine or not genuine, I am ready 
to anſwer, in the Words, of Terence s Pamphylus, 
on a leſs ſerious Subject Tantamne rem, tam negli- 
gent er?“ to this Purpoſe, it was, not injudiciouſly 
nor #1decently, replyed, to Mr. Archdeacon, at his 
Viſitation ; when that Gentleman, had (in Excuſe, 
of the Biſhop' s declining, to declare himſelf autbori- 
tatively, as he might have done, on a Point, which 
to many ſeemed dubious) repreſented, the Chancel- 
lor,” as a captions and litigious Perſon, whom no-one 
would care, to be embroiled with——that, in the 
ſame Proportion, as his Lordſhip knew, or, was but 1 
perſuaded he knew, the Chancellour's Diſpœſition; | 
it became, his paternal Care, to endeavour, the 8 Pri 
curing, his Clergy, from being Sufferers, by it! er 
Which whether, an Underling's Letter, by his 4 
L ordſhip's bare Permiſſion, or, even a private Let- Me 


ter, immediately from himſelf, was, in ſuch Circum- | upe 
Frances, well calculated, to effect or not, 1s obyious, Jen 
to common Apprehenſion | Mn 3 fre 


Nor do I lay any Streſs, as ſome were too haſtily 
inclined to do, upon any ſuppoſed Slight, of this | 
"Deanery, Crewkern ; inthat, they were not favoured, | 
with the ſame Letter, immediately from his Lord- | a 
ſhip, other Deanerys were: which partia! Way of hi 
acting, as, his Lordſhip could have no Grounds for; an 
ſo had it been, far beneath, that extenſive and uni- it, 
verſal Vigilance, a wiſe and good Paſtor, like his on, 
"Lordſhip, could chooſe, to be diſtinguiſhed by. ; 
Seriouſly, my good Friend, I think myſelf able 
to decypher, this uncommon Tranſaction: upon other 
Principles: admitting Mr. Archdeacon, to have 
been collated, as many Days, Weeks or Months, be- 
| tore the Chancellour viſited, as ſome, in his Intereſt, 

5 affected, 
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| affited, to give out 4 ſuch Collation, allowing 


it to 
| be regular, could not, without an Inſtallment ſub⸗ c 
ſegquent thereon, ſuperſede the Chancellour's Power, 

of viſiting, in Quality of 'Viear-general: Now, 


9 | Crewkern Deanery, was viſited, by the Chancel- 
Lour, as already obſerved, the fecond Day of Oce- 
tober: Whereas Mr. Arehdeacon, it is well known, 


vas not 22 allid, until the fourth Day, of the ſame 


Month! An Attention, to theſe Dates, clears up 


© the whole Myſtery: and, his Lordſhip may be al- 


lowed, to have aRted, a confifient Part, in the diff 


ferent Treatment, different Portions, of the ſame 
Archdeaconry, met wich, from him; without the 
= leaſt Imputation, on his well-known Impartiality, 
and confeſſed Diſcernment, in judiciouſſy timing 
Things, according to the Exigeney of Affairs. 


I0 ſpeak freely, my own Sentiments: As, all 


I | private and under band Ways, of oppoſing, ' a Cauſe 
or Intereſt, not to be attacked: openly and autbori- 
taliveh, without Shame and Reproach; are, by 


© Men of Underſtanding and Candour, juſtly looked 
upon, as mean, 'eva/ive, and, generally ſpeaking. in- 


 Efprnifcant too; 1 am of Opinion, the Clergy, 


throughout the Whole of this Affair, were deter- 
mined, by the Reaſon and Nature of the Thing, of 
| which, moſt of them were no incompetent Judges; 
and, by the Precept of Office, founded thereon, 
which they all had viſible Demonſtration of; and 
which, to them, was, undoubtedly, a ſufficient War- 
rant, for acting, as they did. Of fo little Concern 
s it, to have a ſerious Anſwer, given, to a Queſti- 
on, more gravely than wiſely propoſed, . at Mr, 
Archdeacon's Viſitation : touching the Probabi- 
= lity, of the Apparitor, who was only a Clerk 
| of a Pariſh, his being, as he reported to have 
been, and, as, on his own Evidence, then and 
there given, it was proved, he was — ſo highly 
e 1 0 77 ase K bi >} accepted 
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| accepted of, by the Biſhop, as, to be truſted, with 
à verbal (a) Meſſage, 195 ſuch C onſequence, as 


many believed, the above to be! I might; on this 
important Doubt, . make a ſhrewd/Remark or two; 


ſuch, however, as are founded on Hiſtory and com- 
mon Obſervation both; did I not apprehend, they 
might be offenſive, to thoſe, I do not accuſtome 


myſelf, to ſpeak or even think, lightly of. Inſtead 
thereof, give me Leave, to tell you, a ſhort Story, 


well known, in the Neighbourhood, of the 1 


from whence, I am writing; which is extreaml 


well atteſted, and which, but for its Appoſiteneſs, to. 
the preſent. Occaſion, might, oy * d ſlept,” in 


perpetual Oblivion. 
A young Clergyman, was, 4 few Tay Like 


2 cited, into the eccleſiaſtical Court, for making uſe 


of 1 ſhould think, a very proper, or rather the only 
Method, which ſeemed practicable, to avail him- 
ſelf, of a Licence, obtained, from the Biſhop, to 


ſerve a Cure. The Rector lived, at a great Diſ- 


tance, in another County: "The. then officiating 
Curate, reſided, in a Village, not very handy; to 


whom, the young Clergyman ſent an Account, of 


| his Licence, in convenient Time, and, of his Inten- 1 


tion, by Vertue thereof, to ſerve the Cure and this 


1 "oy reſpectful Manner, by the Clerk of - the 
Pariſh ! But, what do you think, was the Iſſue? 
Why, upon Complaint of the firſt Curate, the other 
received a Reprimand [no Sentence, 1 dare ſay, | 
being recorded} and, was ordered, to pay, the 
Charges of the Court, amounting to ſeveral Skillings | 
anc G7cats,: for which, the following Reaſon, was 
magiſterially given ex cathedra, viz. that, the 
Clerk of the Pariſh, being old and infirm [tho* he 
officiated, as ſuch, irreproachably, every Lord's 


— 3 


Day, and, for b. Fhat I know, continues to do ſo | 
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= Pill} was not a fit Perſon, to have been ſent on fo 
important an Errand, as that, of removing, one 
Curate and introducing another, into his Place. 
Z O-Timpora l O Mores ! but, you expect I ſhould 
proceed, in my Narration, from which, I have di- 
As, you knew the Chancellour well, you are 
not to be told, his darling Foible, was, Jealouſy, 
with regard to Power. Money, the World's Idol, 


could never have influenced him, to do, or ſuffer 
2 to be done, where he pręſided, what in his Opinion, 


was wrong! And, 1 verily believe, double the Sum 
he could have made, of this Viſitation, had his 
Concerns not been managed, by à careleſs and 
inſufficient Agent, offered to him, from any Quar- 
ter whatever, would not have prevailed, to make 
him deſiſt, from proceeding, as he did. In Juſtice, 


E therefore, to one, Who, can-»ow, no longer, ſpeak 
for himſelf —ler 'it be remembered; that, with all 


the Appearance, of Candour and Sincerity, he con- 
deſcended, at the Viſitation, to juſtify his Conduct, 
in a plain but ſtrong and maſterly Manner, to every 
Individual, making Application to him, to be fa- 
tisfied : And that, ſo fully admitting ſome very (a) 
extravagant Proceedings, by him related, to be true, 


er which there is but little Room to doubt of, and, of 


which an Hint has been already given ; as to leave'no 
Seruple, with his Hearers— whether, he was, at 
that Time their legal Viſitor z whether, he was, a 
Gentleman of Addreſs, as well as Spirit; whether, he 
was, equally willing and able, to take on himſelf, the 
whole Trouble and Expence, of diſputing the Point, 
with any future Claimant. With this View, he 
offered Receipts, in any Form, the Company ſhould 
deſire: And even ſigned, thoſe Receipts himſelf, 
a Thing not cuſtomary, Mr. H. the Regiſter of Wells, 

Es bh „„ then 

(e) Vid Appendix, Number 7. 
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'£ Concern, which, I am confident, was not a 
at the many Stratagems, made Uſe of, to involves 


12) 
chen in Place and attending! And, tothis, — 


in Miſt and Ohſcurity, what, had otherwiſe been 


8 5 and intelli igible, to the meaneſt Capacity! 


Noten ding theſe, and other Marks, of Up- 4 


| rightneſs, ith. all, the Chancellour ſaid or did; 155 


Clergy were not ſo entirely forgetful of themſelves, 
but that, a (a) propoſal was made, by ſome of them 
agreeable to that, hereto annexed for, nothing was 
then in Writing] to which, much the major 
Part Lg the Company aſſented: but-unfertunately; 


= or two, for Bs. beſt known to themſelves, 7 
Sip proving thereof, noi hing of this Kind, was 
ed: It being rightly judged,- that, Unani- 

why, only, could. render it efficacious to the End 
deſigned. I ſay, unfortnuately: For, it is my fim 
Perſuaſion, in-whic he Jam not ſingular, that, had 
this been - Com pleated; the Ty 

Exam ple would, in all. Probability, DAFT been tol- 


an Agreement, 


lowed, thro*: the whale Archdeaconry! in which 


_ Caſe, the Chancellour's Viſitation, hr have cloſed 
the Scene, for this Year. It ſeemed neceſſary, for me; 


to lay before you, the Subſtance, of the Agreement; 


then in Agitation, from undoubted Authority; to oy 
obviate a Report, moſt induſtriouſly | 3 = 
as if a Kind of Aſſociation, had been entered into; 
- or was propoſed, diſreſpectful to, and in Prejudice of 
Mr. Archdeacon. What the Conſequence, of ſuch 
an univerſal Agreement, might have been, is al- 


ready hinted: But, the Agreement itſelf, was, moſt 


evidently calculated, for the | Security, of the 
Clergy in general; and, if levelled, at any par- 
ticular Perſon, it was rather, at the Chancellour 
himſelf! Whom, I muſt now take Leave of; to 


* a brief Account, of Mr. Archdeacon's vi- 


ſitation. 
(a). Vid. Appendix, Namber 9. 
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d tation, which happened, ſomewhat more, than a 
Month, after the Chancellour's. _ 
S As, 4 Prelude to which, the ever- officious De- 


be 
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puty- regiſter, of the Archdeaconry, did declare, in 
2 publick Place, as I have it, from one preſent; 
that Mr. Archdeacon would not proſecute, thoſe 
XZ who diſobeyed his Citation, in the Chancellour's 
Court [Whither, it ſeems the Chancellor, had, too 
haſtily, given his Opinion, all Suits, on the Occa- 
ſion, would be brought] but, in his Majeſty's 
Court of '' Exthequer! Of which Words, the moſt 
XZ favourable ' Conftriiftion, that can be made, is— 
chat, Whatever were Mr. Archdeacon's ' own 
Thoughts, ſome of his Underlings, hoped, for 
ſufficient Matter, from this Diſpute, to work ad- 
vantageouſly upon! but, may it not be queſtioned, 
if, this Man, in an inferiour Office, had any Au- 
X thority, for ſaying, as he did? Perhaps ſo with 
>> Regard, to Mr. Archdeacon, it is doing him but 
7 Juſtice, to fay, his ou7ward Behavour, had, much 
of the Gentleman in it: which, had it been, at the 
Time, only put on, and not natural to him, would 
= have been, but a neceſſary Policy, to ob/iterate any 
= Impreſſion, the ill timed Threat, above recited, 
might have made, to his Diſadvantage : as, there 
were certainly, Perſons, at that Meeting, no more 
XZ diſpoſed to be b#Hied, than capable, of being, eaſily 
= over-reached. His Addreſs—— 6} fie pro veritate— 
would have been taking enough: As, the Deference 
he paid the Company, after an Endeavour, to ex- 
plain, the Principles, on which he would be thought, 
to found his Right {during which Explanation, a 
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and his leaving it formerly, to the Clergy, to act, 
as they ſhould think proper, did him, real Service. 
Tho', it ought to be noted, that whilft, che Right 
and Equity, of his Claim, to viſitatorial Fees, al- 
ready paid, was debating, between Mr, AIRY, 
FFF 280 


r 


marvellous Diffidence, was viſible, in the Speaker] 


and ſome Gentlemen, at the upper End, of the 


Management, on the Occaſion, ſu 
explain myſelf. The Gentlemen were told, of an 
Act of Parliament, that, would clearly decide, the 


hic 
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Table; his truſty Agent, was actually receiving 
them, of Gentlemen, at the lower End! He was 
however ſurely ill adviſed, to produce, two ſuch 
weak Proofs, as he did, in his own Defence : Unleſs, 
he truſted, that the Dexterity, of the ſame, Under - 


Regiſter, Attorney: like, would help him out, at a 
: dead Lift in one of them; and, that the Judgment 
of the Company, in the. other, would be ſo biaſſed; 


by the Sound, of great Names, as, to render, better 
perfluous, I will 


controverted Point, then under their Conſideration 3 
which was, no other, I think, than that, of the 28th 


of H. the 8th: And, upon a particular Clauſe there- 
of, being culled out, by the Deputy-Regiſter, which 


be believed, or pretended to believe, would anſwer 


Perſon, that, the whole Act, ſhould: be gone thro? z 
by which Caution, this deep- laid Ambuſcade was 


defeated ! for it evidently appeared, to be, the De- 


fign, of the Act, not that, they, who had already 


to pay them, a ſecond Time [for, if a Second, = 


not a Third, Fourth, &c. as, ſucha Caſeor Caſes might 
poſſibly happen] but, that he, to whom the Right of 
viſiting, receiving Tythe, &c. ſhould, after ſuch former 
Payments, be adjudged, to belong, ſhould recover 
them, from thoſe, to whom, they had been wroxg- 


Fully paid. And indeed, Inſtances of this Kind, ſo 


often happen, and, the Practice, relative thereto, is 
fo univerſally known; that, nothing leſs, than, the 


moſt daring Inſolence, of one, inured, by his Pro- 
feſſion 
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the P arpoſe, for which it was choſen ; one of tie 
Company, inſiſted, on the Preamble's being read. 

f giving an Inſight, into the Intention of the Y 
e it was afterwards moved, by the ſame 


paid, viſitatorial Fees, Tythe, &c. to Viſitors or | 
Incumbents, in actual Poſſeſſion, and, in the imme- 
| diate Exerciſe, of thoſe Offices, ſhould be obli ged 


9 11 
feſnon, to Shuffling, could have withſtood, the 
Reproach and Infamy, naturally reſulting, from 
the very Mention of this Act, for the Purpoſe, it 
was mentioned! I have not the Act at preſent, by 
me; and know too well, the Folly as well as Danger 
of ſetting Matters, of this Nature, in a falſe Light, 
W oF you, to be deſignedly guilry of it. AUL 
have further to add, in Reference to this Artifice, 
the Palp ableneſs whereof, was viſible-and glaring, 
is; Ir the Gentleman, who furniſhes me with 
7 moſt of the Materials, for this Letter, is, of Opinion, 
Þ Mr. Archdeacon himſelf was aſhamed of it: Nor was 
it mentioned afterwards, at the Viſitation, but in 
Deriſion. In Support, of which Opinion, I might 
lay before you, as I am well enabled to do, ſome 
"8 3 relating to a Converſation, previous to 
this Meeting, held, between Mr. Archdeacon and 
two or three, of his particular Friends, on the Arti- 
cle, of this very Act of Parliament! But, the Re- 
cital, of one ſhort and memorable Speech, then ut- 
tered, is ſufficient: © That Act, Mr. H. -e, is really 
againſt us, if the Whole of it be conſidered ;” yet, 
. will naturally aſk, ſhould Mr. Archdeacon 
ave ſtood by, pos ſuffered, his Deputy-Regiſter, 
to produce, an Act ot Parliament, in the Face of 
the Clergy and in Support of his Claim, againſt 
them; by which, he was. conſcious, as from all 
Circumſtances he . to have been, that very 
Claim was defeated ? 
The other Particular, on "which, Mr. N 
con proſeſſed, much to rely, was, an Opinion of Sir 
D. R. the Attorney- general; the Subſtance of which, 
Nel. Liball have nd, before . from the beſt 


Rah Whether, the ( 0) Clerc, > Ciebers 
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„ 
9 for the current Year, to a legal Viſitor, at 
tte Time, veſted with full Power, ought or ought 
not, to pay them a ſecond Time, for the fame Year, 
td any Claimant whatever? Or, if any Judgment, 
is to be made thereof, it muſt, by Implication, be 
one, quite the Reverſe, of chat, it was brought, ta 
eſtabliſh. For, the Truth is, the Queſtion, as ſtat⸗ 
ed, to the beſt of my Remembrance, fuppoſes Mr. 
Archdeacon, to be inflalled as well as collated, at the 
Time, the Chancellour vifited : On which Suppoſi- 
tion, no Doubt, but the Chancellour's Power of vi- 
firing, in Quality of Vicar-general, and in his own 
Right, was ſuperſeded. But, the contrary to this, 
being true in Fact, as far as regards the Viſitation a 
Crewkern, by the Chancellotr 1 3 what Room is there, 
for being determined, by an Opinion, founded, 
a falſe State of the Caſe : : And which; there is 


imaginable Reaſon, for believing, from the Kohl? 


Ability, and Integrity, of him who gave it, would 


have been greatly different, from what it is, had 


the words—coLLATED ON LY—Qr---COLLATED BUT 


NOT INSTALLED---been put, in the place of---coL- = 


LATED AUD INSTALLED---in the laſt Quære to 


which, the others, are introductory - only] of the 


Paper produced, as a true State of the Caſe, and che 
e General's Opinion thereon | 


But, I am haſtening, to the laſt and moft intereft- 


ing Period, of my Narration: Which, whether 
vou approve or diſapprove of, I know, it will not 


be lightly, nor, without due Confideration. As it 
en be preſumptuous, therefore, in me, to at- 


tempt, biaffing you, either Way's ; let the Thing 
5 ſpea for itſelf. - 


The good- bumouret z Clergy, the at this Meeting, 9 
ch Reaſon and Fuſtice, on EZ 


5 notwithttanding ſo 


their Side; and, notwithſtanding the Danger, o 


making fo 1 a Precedent; ; ſubmitted, in fine, to the 


jute 


0 Vid. Append Nomber " 


TOI” DOT Wy Woo „ 0 > Low 4 =y 


y © 


5 
E | 
f | 
E] 


6.4 % 
4 : oy ; 
a 9.1 , 
5 f . . + — 


15 unjuſt Das of 38 taxed, a ſecond 7 Tin ime, „ . 
= unparallelled Indolence, not to ſay, Inſenſibility: In- 
fluenced, if not by Mr. Archdeacon's Addreſs and 
3 Management, no other than as here repreſented, 
= afſuredly./z/s, by his Arguments; which, were tri- 
fing and very unfit, to have been brought, before 
Mien of Senſe and Learning! Thus ended, for the 
WW preſent, calmly and quietly, an Affair, which, in 
the Heands, of Hot, violent and intractable Men, might 
have made, ſuch a Noiſe, as, ecchoed thro' the King- 
dom, could not have failed; producing, ſtrange 
and perhaps unlocked for, Effects! Whether, we 
are, in due Time, to hear more of it, becomes not 


me to gueſs. The beſt Part, of what you have, in 
this Letter, is publickly known here; and, for the 


reſt, when you are pleaſed, to call on f unquef. 
x tionable Vouchers are ready. 


Upon the Whole, I am not 5 of having 


700 miſ-ſtated or miſ. re preſented, any one material Fact: 
Nor, have I wanted Opportunities, of well inform- 


ing myſelf, as to the ſeveral Particulars related : Ex- 
cepting, that, in regard to the Attorney-general's 
Opinion, it is highly improbable, any Application, 


from me, would have been ſucceſsful, to procure a 


Copy; and, therefore, it was prudently never at- 
tempted, I have no I. will, to any of the Perſons 
concerned and, if, I have not overlooked, ſome 


few Occaſions, that naturally offered, . of ſerting a 
Mark, on thoſe, I apprehend, to have been, the - 
Promoters or Abettors, of this ſhameful Impofition , 
Impartiality muſt own, that, 1 have ſoftened, many 


Things, where I ſaw, the leaſt Room, for ſo doing; 


legal Power; z I have ſuch an Attachment, to the 


D | Conſtitution 


| 


and, through Candour, entirely omitted others, where, 
the Nature of my Subject, did not, abſolutely re- 
quire, their being made publick. Together, with 
a due and proper Regard, to all Perſons, veſted with 


FFV 
Conſtitution and Laws, of my Country; that even 
'the Abuſe thereof, ſhall not make me blind, to its 
"Neceſſity and Convenience, when executed, as it ought 
ever to be, with Juſtice, Moderation, and Impar- 
tiality ! With all this, Thave ſuch a Love of Truth 
and Liberty; ſuch a Concern, for the common Rights 
of Mankind; and, ſuch a Ser/ibility, of the requifite 
Worth, Honour, and Dignity, of Men in high Stations, 

as to lament, from my Heart, the Occaſion, of this, 
ſo long a Letter. The rather, becauſe, an eminent 
Prelate, whoſe Character, is deſervedly in the Eſti- 
mation, of all good Men, in whoſe immediate View, 
all here related, muſt be ſuppoſed, to have happened; 
did, as I have it, for an undoubted Truth, at his 
primary Viſitation, and, alſo by Quæres, tranſmit- 
ted, to every one of bis Clerg gy, preparatory there- 
to, . expreſs, a more than common Zeal, to put a 
Stop, to ſuch Abuſes, as, he ſhould hear, the ſpi- 
ritual Courts, within his Dioceſs, were infected with ! 
Jo the Queſtion, why fuch Quæres, were not, dis- 
tincily, properly and copiouſly anſwered, at that Time? 
T have nothing to ſay : The Reverend Gent emen 
concerned, are to account, for the Omiſſion. Per- * 
haps, for want of a better Excuſe, they may chooſe, | 
to abide, by the ſhort and pithy Reply, made, by | 
one of their own Body, to whom, the Neglect, was, 
ſoon after, objected: via. That the Biſhop's Pa- 
per of Quzres, (no very large one, on which, how- 
ever, the Anfwers were to be returned] relating, to 
many Points, equally material with, if not more 
ſo, than this; to have anſwered this, in the Man- 
Her, it ought to have been anſwered, muſt have ne- 
ceſſitated, the Gentlemen, for want of Room, to 
tay nothing elſe : An Imprud-nce, it was preſumed, 
not ſo eafily pardenable, with his Lordſhip, as that 
here complained of ! Jan, Se, 


1 A. Nevanbe. 20, 1755 
APPENDIX. 


NUMBER 1 


7d, = RRESOLUTION. 1 No o one will 11705 to the 
=> Conliſtency, of this Imputation, with the 
2 other of Ob/tinacy, which follows, a few 
Lines after ; who, has heard, of the- ali- 
eni appetens, ſui profuſus, and abundance 
of fuch Characters, to be met with, in hiſto- 

rical Win of the firſt Claſs. Indeed, it is eaſily con- 
ceiveable, how, a Man may be reſolute, not to give up 
a Point, and, yet perpetually varying, the Meafures, by 
which, he propoſes, to defend it : And, in the ſame Pro- 
portion, as, the Point inſiſted on, is void of Truth, Juſtice 
and common Honeſty, a Perſon intereſted in its Support, | 
== will, of Neceſlity be obliged, to 75 from one Shift to ano- 
ther, th 


NN 


NUMBER II. 


Alter leſeng his Ground by Inches. ] It was enough 2 
Notice of then, and ought not to be forgotten noto— that, 
at the en, where Mr. Archdeacon was repreſented, 
by Mr. M. this Gentleman, when applied to, about the 
Reftitution, affected, at firſt, a Kind of Ignorance, or ra- 
ther, a Want, of proper Inſtructions, from his Principal, 
to talk about it: Yet, ſoon after, offered, to the Clergy's 

Conſideration, what, he averr'd, to be, the Attorney-ge- 
neral's Opinion, of the Caſe! but, in Truth, it was no other, 
than what, Mr, Archdeacon himſelf had produced, at his 
Viſitation, November 17 535 in Vindication, of his preme- | 
ditated Claim I which he was aware, muſt be oppoſed] tho? 
abſolutely nothing, to the Purpoſe ; the Draught, of the 

5 Cale, being wholly relative, to the Chancellour's Pro- 

1 ceedings, and not to Mr. Archdeacon's Demand, of a ſe- 

1 D 2 5 cond 


( 20 ) 8 
cond Payment, of the ſame Fees, from a Body of. Clergy, 
che was ſoon, for the firſt Time, to be known to, either, 
as. Mr, -$, or Mr. Archdeacon of Taunton. And indeed, 
this Demand, ſeems to have been, a ſecond and Aſter- 
thought, which, perhaps the Death, of the Chancellour, 
aug ted '-The Inference, to be made from this, is, that 
Mr. M. came, prepared in rang Sort, for the Attack; and, 
by whom, is not to be doubted ! To ſuſpect, that Gentle- 
man, exceeded his Commiſſion, by the Agreement, en- 
tered into, will mend the Matter, but little: For, tho 
one cannot readily ſuppoſe, the Deputy acted, but in 
Conformity, to his Inſtructions yet which ever, of the 
two Friends, was faulty, makes no Difference, with Re- 
gard, to thoſe, who were, the Dupes, of their own Cre- 
_ for having truſted either ! 


N U M B E R III. 
ce 1 4 Letter, to Mr. M. mentioned in the Profct 


z* 


0 S1 es 


I EFLECTING, = as I l do, on the fe unhap- . 
by Crewkern Affair, and particularly, on thoſe Parts, 

relative. thereto, which fell, more immediately, to your 

We and my Share, at the laſt Meeting; ; I thought it, incum- 

bent on me, preparatory to the enſuing Viſitatio n, to in- 

form myſelf, how far, the hoped-for Iſue, in the Manner 

propoſed, and for which you, in Mr. Archdeacon's Be- 

half, engaged, may be depended on Were you a Princi- 

pal in the Buſineſs, I ſhould aſk, no further Security, than 

your Word, already given; but, foraſmuch, as the En- 

gagements of Deputies, cannot, with Candour, be under= 

ſtood, other than conditional, you'll eaſily excuſe this Free- 

dom—Inftcad of waiting on you perſonally, however in- 

clined, fo to do, I apprehend, an Eclairciſſement, on ſo 

tender a Subject, may be, more properly made, in the 
epiſtolary Way; as, whatever Letters paſs, will be, ftand- 

ing Evidence, to be, occaſionally, made Uſe of, on either 

Side, ſhould Matters, not terminate, as happily, as I wiſh 
they may. In this Light, I apprize you, I muſt look on, 
whatever you write me; to be produced, to my Brethren, 


_ equally 


( 21 9 OY 
4 equally concerned; with myſelf ; or, to others, whom, it 
may be neceſſary, to make acquainted, with the ſeveral 
Steps, already taken, or hereafter to be taken, in our Juſ-. 
tification: In ſuch a Light, you'll looks on this Letter 
Jas coming, however, from wn en deſires at ail Events, 
to be believed, &c. - - -- | 

O. Ate March, the 18th 1755. 


NUMBER IV. 


hill a Kind of Indignity or Slight]. That nothing 
# Wort. than the real Truth, may be here ſuſpected, the 
e is preſented, with the whole Affair. At Mr. Arch- 
eacon's Viſitation, a Churchwarden preſenting himſelf to 
be ſworn, and, an Objection having been made, to ſwear- 
ing him, by his Partner, in the Office, becauſe he lived, 
out of the Pariſh, for which he was to ſerve, and conſe- 
; 4 W quently could not properly attend his Duty ſan ObjeRion, 
f 3 lit is preſumed, ever well-grounded, but, the more con- 
Wfidently urged now, as it had formerly been admitted, by 
Mr. Archdeacon's immediate Predeceſſor, to * of 
bs Weight enough, to ſet aſide, this very Perſon] that Cir- 
4% cumſtance was overlooked, for the Merit of the Man's 
Wo Name, as ſhould ſeem [for he had certainly no other} and 
x it was declared, that, ** the allowing or diſallowing, of 
a Churchwarden, in a Caſe of this Nature, was ſolely in 
Mr. Archdeacon's Breaft!'* Which, if Law or not, is left 
to better Judges, to determine. Were I to give the 
Churchwarden s Name, or the Name, of him, who made 
W Application, to Mr. Archdeacon, for this—Favour ; both 
I of the ſame Stamp, and of the ſame reſpectable F amily; the 
Doubt, if there be any remaining, with what View, it was 
Nr would marc vaniſh ! . 


NUMBER. v. 


"The Teen itt hinted at, however tolerable in a. Letter, 
before printed —ſince its Publication, better become this Pla ce, 
and weren as FOO? _ 


— 


1 0 ; * | 
"ths l Men, fo worldly given, 5 
On Farth, to Theme, for ought—but Heaven * 
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TVET "cap, wits one Seu? 70195 does another, * 
— Light on the ö. ubjett, and no other 1 
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NUMBER VI. 


4. authentick Memorandum, reſpeAting the Chancellour 5 
| * | Te, 


Ale Charcellour' . Precept was [ OY on the Jelly, 
of September, two Days before the Vifitation——a 1 
2 or Copy. of a Letter, was alſo then ſlie wed, from N 


— 2 * kt wb * 


OS © => 


| Hoare, Deputy- -regiſter of the Archdeaconry, deſiring N o- 
fice might be given, to the Clergy, not to pay, Paſchals 
or Procurations to the Chancellour ; for that, an Arch- 
deacon would: viſit, in Ofober / Spurl, the Apparitor 
the ſame time, related, that, on his making g, the Bie | 
of Bath and Welli, acquainted, with the Orders he had re- 
ceived, about ſerving the Chancellour's Precept—he, the 
ſaid Biſhop, adviſed bim, to ſerve it—moreover, that hav- 
ing been directed, by the Reverend Mr, Blake, to apply 
at Walls, for his Lordſhip s Advice, what the Clergy ſhou id 
48, on the Occaſion; his Lordſhip's Advice Was, that, 
they ought, to pay Obedience, to the Citation, or Words 
to that Effect —the Inconſiſtency, of which By and 
Advice, 1 BY ON. was OWNS |, F 158 


„ 
bis: 


1 5 e 5 The Po LE * 
eafily account, for the Author's, not being, more explicit - 
on this Head: The Proceedings, at a certain Place, about 
the Time here ſpoken of, having been ſo, out of Meaſure, 
extravagant, according to Mr. Chancellour's Relation— 
and the much to be lamented Death, of the Relator, hav- 

ing made, a further and more particular, Detail thereof, 
inconſiſtent With the Rules of good. 1 and Prudence 


both! 
NUMBER VIII. 


Wich AP" to this Collation, which, Mr. Archdea- 
con then built fo. much on, as to think, nothing elſe, to 
. have been Oy [tho' the Dean of Hells, a . 

udges 


TS 4s 


$9 


7 E 
— 2 = * 2 % 


ſame Footing with, and as ſufficient for the Purpoſe, a 
the Biſhop's Collation, in the former. And, tho! it wa 
ſeriouſly urged, upon the Obſervation being made, 6 

drowning People, tis ſaid, will catch at Straws] that, as to 


1 
- 


to gidhere to, 


frequently happens. Now, if, in Regard to the 4ſt | 


a Procedure ts al 


4 * 
* 


* 
3 
. 
* : 
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Archdeaconry, the Archbiſhop's Fiat, or, ſomething, ol 

ha Ki 1 | a 9 55 : . e r eth Bist 4 | 
that Kind, was not neceſſary ; neither was, the Biſhop's + 
Collation, to the Rectory here ſpoken of, neceſſary: Ihe 2 
Patron's Preſentment, in the latter Inſtance, being, on the * # +. 


4 


5 


— 


NN 


128 Copy, of what was propoſed, to be agreed on, at Mr. | 
Ghancellour  Eyre's Viſitation : As ſet dotun, in Writing, 
Sis. ſelling! é 0 EF ., 5 


24 8 4 


7 ER ITS Crewkern, .Ofeober 2, 1758+” FT 
AT a Viſitation, held here, this Day, by the Worſhipful 
Mr. Eyre, Chancellour of the Diocefs ; it was, the 
.unanimots Opinion, of the Clergy, then and there pre- 
ſent, when, preſumed; the Abſent will approve of 3 | 
abide by, aud acquieſce in, a Promiſe of 
: Indemnification, 
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5 8 », 4 TS claimed and wa And this, becauſe: of any ſubſe; .. 


A 7 uent Claim or Claims, of the ſame Kind, and for the 
* a me Year, which may poſſibly be made, on the Clergy, 


DOES. x * 5 fe by Vertue, of the ee Power. This Apreementy. > 
1 however, is not meant, as, in the leaſt, reflecting on, of 
_ Teſſening our Regard to, any Archdeacon, a already made, 
„ madè ; or, as tending, to determine, 8 rer 


* 5-4. nc IVE. Rights, of Chancellour and Archdeacon; or, in 
e 3 x ane, to ook the Clergy or any of them, contig | 
KF 1 1 e hereto, fr taking ſuch Meaſures, as, to them, or any. 


" them, ſhal ſeem adviſeatle; in Caſe, on any fuch Arch? 
* - geaconal Claim being made, the ſaid Chancellour ſhould, 
—_ 3 after proper Notice, given him thereof, refuſe or. neglect, | 

580 conteſt, athisown Charge, the difputable Point; or, as 
2 Plea * declining the faid Conteſt, to refund ſuch F es, | 
to him now paid, as muſt then be underſtood, to have been 
E wrongfully, by Miſtake « or Miter, and 
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3 1 Author had tranſmitted to Ti Ry a very Extraots . 
Ainary Letter accompanying it] a Paper —ſaid to be A. : 

. 5 State of a Caſe and an Opinion thereon,” by which, tho? he 
| 1s more fully. convinced, than ever, that no e > 
can be drawn, from the ſaid Opinion, favourable to the 
Purpoſe, for which it Was produced—he * is put under an 
Obligation to acknowledge himſelf, ſet right, in another” 
- Particular,, Which the uhderwritten, Erratum and Amend- 
ents 8 to gge 16, Line the eh, inflead W-- 
-Q ea . but ones | 
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